WHAT  TOUCHES  ALL
That was the sort of ruler Edward was, one whose love
went out to his people as It had to his " ckire ss of the
Eleanor crosses, and who, like all great lovers, yearned
to commune with his beloved face to face and heart to
heart. But the method of the public platform Is plainly
an imperfect way of getting Into touch with all England
from Berwick to the Lizard. The King could only hope
to do that In his High Court of Parliament, and the more
representative he could make It of the nation, the better
for his need. " What touches all," he laid down, that
same autumn, " must be approved by all," and In that
" all " lies the crux of the problem. For unless the voice
of Parliament can, by one means or another, be made
fairly representative of that Indefinable thing that we
call the voice of the nation. Parliament is indeed a growth
without roots, doomed to wither before It has borne
fruit.
Professor Pollard, the greatest of all authorities on
the subject, sees in Parliament the peculiar (and by
implication the sole) means by which the English people
achieved their unity and nationality. It was without doubt
the chief means by which unity was cemented and
nationality fostered, but with all deference I would add
that without a unity and nationality already in advance
of any other contemporary people, England would never
have achieved Parliament nor, having achieved it, have
preserved it alive*
Simon's Parliament was swept, as we might say, to
Westminster on the crest of wave of nationalism, and
Edward, who completed Simon's work of putting Parlia-
ment on that English way from which It was never to
part, did so by stepping into his shoes, with all the added
prestige of royal authority, as nationalist leader.
And if we ask In what it was that this way of an English
Parliament came to differ from that of similar bodies
abroad that failed to hold the course, the answer is that
this English way came near enough to being that of the
nation, the whole nation and nothing but the nation, to